
ON MIGRATION: a discussion guide  CS, 10/2020
--Why? Fear and desperation, bravery and means….from human habitat disaster, 
climate too hot to sustain agriculture, drought, war, disease, economic improvement….. 
--Who? Likely from the same or nearby country to an urban area 
--How many? Many, whether legally or not….it is hard to predict…so an open-ended 
strategy is wise… 
--Planned for or not? Better planned for than ignored… 
--Separation vs integration in local settlement? or both eventually? THIS is a difficult 
issue, but it must be decided locally based on expected means and attitudes and within 
national policy (+-)
--Policy or project (or both)? Integration is a policy but may involve many smaller 
projects, while separation will require project(s) if planned. Ignoring these issues will 
lead to a present and future disaster!
--Size and location? One location or several smaller or many?  Density ranges 
widely….20,000+ people/sq km…..See UNHCR standards
--We offer no details … and you know that whatever you design it will change…..
and under the expected causal conditions, it is (they are) likely to develop and transform 
as a permanent part of the region’s settlement pattern…whether by design or not…. 



https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/climate-and-migration_geneva-
platform-helps-climate-refugees-around-the-world/45553868
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https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/29461
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https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/10/how-migration-is-changing-world-cities-charts/
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https://environmentalmigration.iom.int/mapsUN MIGRATION: ENVIRONMENTAL MIGRATION PORTAL
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Projected African urban growth





There is no consensus on a single definition for integration. Definitions 
share commonalities, but remain highly context or country specific. 
Nevertheless, migrant integration may be broadly defined as: 

The process by which migrants become accepted into society, both as 
individuals and as groups….[Integration] refers to a two-way process of 
adaptation by migrants and host societies…[and implies] consideration of 
the rights and obligations of migrants and host societies, of access to 
different kinds of services and the labour market, and of identification and 
respect for a core set of values that bind migrants and host communities in 
a common purpose (IOM, 2011).

Related concepts include social inclusion and social cohesion. Social 
inclusion refers to migrants’ inclusion and full economic, social, cultural, 
and political participation into host communities. Social cohesion refers to 
concepts such as anti-discrimination, countering xenophobia and promoting 
mutual understanding (IOM, 2017).

http://www.epim.info/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/iom.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/our_work/ODG/GCM/IOM-Thematic-Paper-Integration-and-Social-Cohesion.pdf




There are transitional sequences of settlement. 
See: Ayham Dalal *, Amer Darweesh, Philipp Misselwitz and Anna Steigemann, Planning the Ideal Refugee Camp? 
A Critical Interrogation of Recent Planning Innovations in Jordan and Germany



Settlement may be informal and unplanned



Settlement may be located and designed



Settlement may be adapted within the existing settlement pattern



Settlement may be adapted within the existing settlement pattern



https://grow.cals.wisc.edu/departments/on-henry-mall/a-
portrait-of-hmong-in-wisconsin

Somalis in Minnesota
https://news.stthomas.edu
/fartun-dirie/



https://emergency.unhcr.org
There are guidelines for location, site planning, and services standards. 
See: https://emergency.unhcr.org/entry/45581/camp-planning-standards-planned-settlements

https://emergency.unhcr.org

https://emergency.unhcr.org/
https://emergency.unhcr.org/entry/45581/camp-planning-standards-planned-settlements


Ayham Dalal *, Amer Darweesh, Philipp Misselwitz and Anna Steigemann, Planning the Ideal Refugee Camp? 
A Critical Interrogation of Recent Planning Innovations in Jordan and Germany



Ayham Dalal *, Amer Darweesh, Philipp Misselwitz and Anna Steigemann, Planning the Ideal Refugee Camp? 
A Critical Interrogation of Recent Planning Innovations in Jordan and Germany
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ON MIGRATION: a discussion guide  CS, 10/2020
--Why? Fear and desperation, bravery and means….from human habitat disaster, 
climate too hot to sustain agriculture, drought, war, disease, economic improvement….. 
--Who? Likely from the same or nearby country to an urban area 
--How many? Many, whether legally or not….it is hard to predict…so an open-ended     
strategy is wise… 
--Planned for or not? Better planned for than ignored…and implemented !
--Ignoring these issues now will likely be or become a near-future disaster ! 
--Separation vs integration in local settlement? or both eventually? THIS is a difficult 
issue, but it must be decided locally based on expected means and attitudes and within 
national policy (+-)
--Policy or project (or both)? Integration is a policy but may involve many smaller 
projects, while separation will require project(s) if planned. 
--Size and location? One location or several smaller or many?  Density ranges 
widely….20,000+ people/sq km…..See UNHCR standards
--We offer no details … and you know that whatever you design it will change…..
and under the expected causal conditions, it is (they are) likely to develop and transform 
as a permanent part of the region’s settlement pattern…whether by design or not….so ?


